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Abstract

We performed hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO) using a Model 2500B oxygen chamber (Sechrist
Co. Anaheim, CA, USA) in 416 patients in the past 5 years at our hospital. HBO was performed 2796
times in total, among which it was given as emergency treatment 714 times.

The most frequent causes were cerebral embolism and disturbance of consciousness due to
craniotomy, in 122 patients. The second most frequent cause was sudden deafness in 115 patients.
A total of 204 were aged over 60. We could not achieve the treatment goal time in 88 cases, and had
to stop treatment in 39 cases. The most frequent cause in both of these cases was the severity at the
patient’s condition and the second most frequent cause was psychological reasons (claustrophobia,
panic, anxiety, etc.)

We should exercise extra caution in elderly patients during HBO treatment, because they may have
several kinds of systemic diseases, (hypertension, diabetes mellitus, or coronary artery disease, etc). We
also require more knowledge concerning individual diseases before performing HBO therapy.
Furthermore, the observation and treatment of psychological problems seems to be extremely impor-
tant in  performing HBO treatment, because we had to terminate the treatment due to psychological
problems in many cases.

(Key words) Hyperbaric oxygen therapy(HBO), Emergency indications, Termination of treatment
cases
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