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Inter-rater Reliability of the Japanese Version of the Disability
Assessment Schedule (DAS) Applied to Schizophrenics

Seiji HONGO

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Tokyo Medical College
(Director : Prof. Muneo SHIMIZU)

A disability Assessment Schedule (DAS) was developed for the “WHO collaborative study on the
assessment and reduction of psychiatric disability’” which aimed at establishing the criteria of psychiatric
functional disturbance, psychiatric ability decrease, natural passage, and judgment of the forecast factor
at the function level, and was translated into Japanese in 1991.

Double-checking of all items has not been reported, though the double check by a structured interview
with 5 divisions and 61 items has been performed in many countries. In this study, double-checking was
performed in 2 facilities with 32 schizophrenic patients for all items of the DAS. The j statistic was used
for statistical authorization of inter-rater reliability covering the result.

In the examination of the agreement rate between raters by the s statistic, much higher agreement was
obtained covering 46 items of all DAS item 61 item inside (the entire 75.49,). Items with low agreement
rates between raters were concentrated in the 3rd division (12 of 15 items : 80.09;). This appeared to
depend on “standard decentralization”. The remeining 3 items (of 15 items:20.09,) depended on
“observation decentralization™.

As a result of this study, rapid re-examination and correction in setting the anchor point and 6 step
evaluation etc. of the 3rd division were indicaded to be necessary. The use of DAS for tempering them
was profitable in clinical applications.

{Key words)> Inter-rater reliability, Disability assessment schedule, Psychiatric disability, Schizophrenia, »
statistic.




