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Medical English education through the eyes of
first-year Tokyo Medical University students

(International Medical Communications Center)
OR. Breugelmans, J.P. Barron, K. Yamamoto
T. Mukaide

We conducted a questionnaire survey of first-year
Tokyo Medical University students to assess their aware-
ness of the importance of medical English education and
their satisfaction with the current medical English pro-
gram.

A 32-item questionnaire was given in class to 106
first-year students present on July 8 2003 (72 men, 34
women).

The recovery rate was 100%. The question-

naire consisted of five sections : hours spent studying all
subjects, medical and general English, the use of infor-
mation technology (computers, internet, mobile tele-
phones), course evaluation, and personal information.
The results showed that first-year students in the new
curriculum at Tokyo Medical University on average
spend 5.96 hours per week studying outside of the class-
room. Close to half of this is spent studying for
English courses overall (2.76 hours), most of which is
spent on medical English in particular (1.88 hours).
Regarding the importance of medical English, 71.7%
of respondents considered medical English ‘very impor-
with over half (57.5%)

replying that medical English occupies a ‘very impor-

tant’ or ‘extremely important’,

tant’ or ‘extremely important’ position in the curriculum

overall. Asked to select which they found most impor-
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