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Right gonadal arteries as running behind infe-

rior vena cava

(Department of Anatomy)

(OHayato Terayama, Munekazu Naito, Shogo Haya-
shi, Yoichi Nakamura, Takayoshi Miyaki, Masa-
hiro Itoh

The testicular and ovarian arteries usually arise from
the anterior wall of the abdominal aorta below the renal
artery. Especially, the right arteries pass anterior to the
inferior vena cava and run obliquely downward to the
gonads. In this study, unusual cases of the right
gonadal arteries were observed in two Japanese cadavers,
one male and one female. They arose from the abdom-
inal aorta below the origin of the right renal artery and
They then

run obliquely downward and laterally to reach the

passed posterior to the inferior vena cava.

pelvic cavity. The left testicular artery arose from the
renal artery, while the left ovarian artery arose from the
abdominal aorta above the origin of the right ovarian
artery. With other variation of the gonadal arteries, the
embryologic and clinical aspects of the gonadal arteries

passing behind the inferior vena cava are discussed.
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